
BETHANY 

 TODAY 

                                The Church of the Living Cross             April 2010  
 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES  

Maundy Thursday - April 1  
Holy Communion - 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

Child Care - 7:30 p.m.  
 

Good Friday - April 2  
Childrenõs Stations of the Cross - 11:00 a.m. 

Choral Service - 7:30 p.m. 

Child Care - 7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil - April 3  

Candlelight, Readings, Baptism, Communion - 7:30 p.m. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY - April 4  

Holy Communion 7:00 a.m. 
Festival Worship Services - Holy Communion - 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

Lesson: Acts 10:34-43   Gospel: Luke 24:1-12 

 
Special music by the Bethany choirs, bells, and instrumentalists 

Liturgical dance by Bethany Vision Dancers 
 

Child Care available at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 
First Sunday after Easter - April 11  

Holy Communion - 7:45 a.m. 

Service of the Word for Healing - 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.  
Stephen Ministry Recognition - 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.  

Lesson: Acts 5: 27-32 Gospel: John 20: 19-31 

 
Taizé Worship - Thursday, April 15, 7:30 p.m.  

A contemplative service with Candles, Chant, Silence & Prayer. 

 
Second Sunday after Easter - April 18  

Holy Communion - 7:45, 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

New Members Received - 9:00 a.m. 
Lesson: Acts 9: 1-6 [7-20]  Gospel: John 21: 1-19 

 
Third Sunday after Easter - April 25  

Holy Communion - 7:45 a.m. 
Youth Sunday - Rogation Sunday  

Lesson: Acts 9: 36-43  Gospel:  John 10: 22-30 

   
Child Care Available - 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Faith Quest SCS Sunday Morning - 9:00 a.m. 

 



             10:45 Intern Project ð Holy Land Adult Forum 

             10:30 Crystal Pines 

 1:00 Boy Scouts - First Aid Program 

 2:00 New Member Information Class 

 4:00 Youth Pizza Nite & Mini Team Meeting 

 7:00 P.A.D.S. 
 

Monday, April 12 

 Meals on Wheels (April 12-16) 

 7:00 Green Team 

 7:00 Troop Meeting 

 7:00 Library Meeting 
  

Tuesday, April 13 

 7:00 Past Presidents 
 

Wednesday, April 14 

 9:30 No Experience Necessary Bible Study 

 4:30 Confirmation 

 5:00 Sonshine Singers 

 6:00 Jubilation Singers 

 6:45 Faith Quest Elementary 

 7:00 Faith Quest Wednesday 

 7:00 Confirmation 

 7:30 BLC Choir 
 

Thursday, April 15 

 5:00-8:00 Bethany Preschool Fundraiser  

                              at Culverõs in Crystal Lake 

 6:30 Drum Ministry 

 7:30 Taizé Worship 
 

Friday, April 16 

 9:30 Momsõ Group 

 6:00 Cub Pack Recruitment Meeting 
 

Saturday, April 17 

 Scoutõs Chili Cookoff 
 

Sunday, April 18   

Worship 7:45, 9:00 & 10:45  

New Member Sunday  

 8-10:30 Confirmation Bake Sale 

 9:00 New Members Received 

 9:00 Faith Quest SCS 

 4:00 Youth Group 

 7:00 P.A.D.S. 
 

Monday, April 19 

 Meals on Wheels (April 19-23) 

 8:30 Sr. Breakfast 

 7:00 WELCA Circle 

 7:00 Troop Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 20 

 9:00 WELCA Circle 

 6:15 Executive Council 

           7:30 BLC Council 

           7:00 Cub Pack Committee 

            

Thursday, April 1, Maundy Thursday  

             10:00 Fountains 

             11:00 Worship 

             12:00 Sr. Luncheon 

 6:30 Drum Ministry 

 7:30 Worship 
 

Friday, April 2, Good Friday  

 9:30 Momsõ Group 

             11:00 Childrenõs Stations of the Cross -  

         Family Worship 

             12:00 Church Office Closed 

 7:30 Choral Service 
 

Saturday, April 3, Easter Vigil  

 1:00 Vision Dancers Rehearsal 

 7:30 Menõs Group 

 7:30 Worship 
 

Sunday, April 4, Easter  

Worship 7:00, 8:30 & 10:30  
 No Faith Quest SCS 

 9:30-10:30 Easter Breakfast 

 7:00 P.A.D.S. 
 

Monday, April 5 

 Church Office Closed 

 8:30 Easter Flower Delivery  

 7:00 Troop Meeting 
 

Tuesday, April 6 

 6:15 Intern Committee Meeting 

 7:15 Team Night 
 

Wednesday, April 7 

 8:00 Handy Andy 

 9:30 No Experience Necessary Bible Study 

 1:00 Sheltered Village 

 4:30 Confirmation 

 5:00 Sonshine Singers 

 6:00 Jubilation Singers 

 6:45 Faith Quest Elementary 

 7:00 Faith Quest Wednesday 

 7:00 Confirmation 

 7:30 BLC Choir 
 

Thursday, April 8 

 9:00 Piecers 

 6:15 Stephen Ministry 

 6:30 Drum Ministry 
  

Friday, April 9 

 9:30 Momsõ Group 

 7:00 SPARCS Movie Night 
 

Sunday, April 11  

Worship 7:45, 9:00 & 10:45  

Stephen Ministry Sunday  

 9:00 & 10:45 Stephen Ministry Recognition 

 9:00 Faith Quest SCS 
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THINKING WITHé..PASTOR HAROLD J. HOEKSTRA 

 

WORSHIP  - I hope you took the opportunity to attend the 

Lenten worship services at Bethany.  Mike and Sherry Bagby did a 

masterful job of directing the large cast of talented actors in the 

dramatic presentation òLazarus ð Friend of Jesus.ó  Our Lenten 

worship attendance was the best ever. 

 

NEW MEMBERS - On Sunday, April 18 we will welcome the 

spring 2010 new member class to Bethany Lutheran Church.  Each 

of us bears the responsibility and privilege to build up the body of 

Christ.  I share the following information with you in an effort to 

make it easier for you to encourage a friend to get connected this 

spring at Bethany.  Becoming a member at Bethany is an easy  

process: 

 

Step 1 ð Attend the New Member Information Class ð  

              Sunday, April 11 ð 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

Step 2 ð Worship at the New Member Sunday Service ð           

              Sunday, April 18, 9:00 a.m.  

Step 3 ð Attend the New Member Reception ð Sunday,  

              April 18, 10:00 a.m.  

 

INTERNSHIP - I am happy to report that in mid-February I  

conducted interviews with four intern candidates on the campus of 

the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.  I have submitted my 

prioritized list of candidates to the Seminary Office and by mid-April 

we should be informed of our Intern for 2010-11. 

 

GET THE WORD OUT - God continues to bless us with more 

than we could ever ask for or deserve.  We have no shortage of 

opportunities for faith development and acts of service at Bethany.  

We have so much to be grateful for and so very much to offer our 

surrounding community.  Do not keep this great church of ours a 

secret.  Please join me in getting the word out about this unique and 

deeply meaningful faith community we enjoy. 

 

My prayer is that this Easter season will be a renewing and  

refreshing spiritual time for all of us in the Bethany community.  

God be with you and bless you each day! 

 
 

 

òI GIVE YOU PAUSEó  

 OUR DAILY BIBLE  

READINGS  

APRIL 2010  

 

These daily readings are chosen so  

that the days leading up to Sunday  

(Thursday through Saturday)  

prepare for the Sunday readings.   

The days flowing out from Sunday 

(Monday through Wednesday)  

reflect upon the Sunday readings.   

 

APRIL 2010  

1 Exodus 12:3, 11-13 

2 John 19:38-41 

3 Romans 6:3-5 

4 Easter Sunday  

5 Psalm 118:21-24 

6 Revelation 12:10-12 

7 2 Samuel 6:12-15 

8 Psalm 150:1-6 

9 Acts 5:17-21 

10 1 Samuel 17:48-51 

11 Second Sunday of Easter  

12 Psalm 122:1-2, 6-8 

13  Esther 8:15-17 

14 Luke 12:8-12  

15  Psalm 30:1-3 

16 Isaiah 6:1-4 

17 Genesis 18:1-5 

18 Third Sunday of Easter  

19 Psalm 121:5-8 

20 Ezekiel 1:26 - 2:1 

21 Luke 5:1-6  

22  Psalm 23:1-4 

23 Revelation 7:1-4 

24 Ezekiel 28:25-26 

25 Fourth Sunday of Easter  

26 Mark 1:1-5 

27 Psalm 100:1-5 

28 Jeremiah 50:17-20 

29 Psalm 148:1-6 

30 Daniel 7:13-14 
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 7th  ANNUAL STEPHEN MINISTRY SUNDAY  

 

Stephen Ministry is grounded in Jesusõ command to . . . . òLove one another ð as I have 

loved you.ó  John 13-34.  Through one-to-one caring relationships, those who are hurting  

receive the love and care they need to support them.  Stephen Ministry is a confidential  

ministry.  The identity of those receiving care and what takes place in each caring  

relationship remains private. 

 

We all experience challenges in life ð times when we could benefit from the support of a caring Christian 

friend, a Stephen Minister! 

 

At Bethany there are 21 people who have been trained as Stephen Ministers:  Dick Anderson, Marianne 

Anderson, Linda Beck, Helen Bengston, Deb Berdis, Marian Finnberg, Ron Henning, Diane Johnson, Cheryl 

Kolbusz, Londa Mattick, Beth OõKeeffe, June Ouart, Nancy Peterson, Charlotte Rohden, Jerry Stanners, 

Wendy Stefan, Kay Sukel, Christine Swanson, Karen Sweet, Sandi Teiken, and Carolyn Wahl.   Of these,  

10 are presently active in this ministry. 

 

Deb Berdis is the Stephen Minister leader and works with Pr. Hoekstra and Karen Sweet, the Stephen  

Minister Liaison.  For more information about the program or to be connected with a Stephen Minister, 

please contact Pr. Hoekstra, Deb Berdis, Karen Sweet or the church office. 

 

A special recognition is being planned for Sunday, April 11 during the 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. worship services. 

The Faithful Steward Ministry Celebrates 19 years!  

 

Faithful Stewards, Bethanyõs ministry of hospitality, is celebrating 19 years.  To keep this ministry vital and 

strong, during April we are focusing on the letter òCó.  We need the faithful òCóommitment of each  

family to be a steward.  Hereõs a quick refresher - Faithful Stewardsõ functions include: 

 
Hosting Sunday morning coffee hour.  Every family is assigned a time to serve once every 11 months. 
Serving and/or providing food for 3 Sr. luncheons (Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and the fall  

      luncheon). 
Serving and/or providing food for funeral luncheons. 

 

On April 11 there will be reverse offering to help us restock the òCóupboard.   Please take a òCóard from 

the offering plate.  When you are out shopping, òCóonsider adding one of these òCó items to your list:   

òCóoffee  (regular or decaf)  

 òCóookies (Extras are needed weekly.) 

 òCórackers  

 òCóreamers (powdered) 

 òCóountry Time Lemonade drink mix 

 

Items may be dropped off in the òCóollection baskets in the Gathering Area during the month.  THANKS for 

helping us restock our òCóupboard and for your òCóontinued òCóommitment to the Faithful Stewards 

Team and the Ministry of Hospitality.    
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Baptism -  Do You Have A New Child and Want to Talk About Baptism?  

A one-hour preparation class is required of all parents bringing their children for 

baptism at Bethany Lutheran Church.  Preparation classes are held in Pastor  

Hoekstraõs office. The next class is Sunday, April 25 @ 10:15 a.m.     
 

Marriage - Are You Thinking About Getting Married?  

A three-hour preparation class is required for all couples planning to be married at 

Bethany Lutheran Church.  Marriage classes are held in Pastor Hoekstraõs office as 

needed.    
 

Membership - If you are thinking about becoming a member of Bethany, the 

next New Member Information Class is Sunday, April 11 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  

New members will be received on Sunday, April 18.  Contact Pr. Hal for  

information. 

Milestones  

Adult  
by Pr. Hoekstra 

Intern News  
by Vicar 

Amanada Freier 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,  

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;  

love lives again, that with the dead has been;       

love is come again like wheat arising green.   

~ELW #379, verse 1 

 

Easter greetings to you and your loved ones!  I pray your journey through the  

season of Lent has been a meaningful time of reflection, prayer, discipline, and a 

time of returning to the Lord our God.  Blessings to you as we live in the joy and 

promise of Christõs death and resurrection. 

 

I will be completing my internship project this month, and invite you to join me  

for conversation and Bible study on Sunday, April 11 at 10:45 a.m. for an Adult  

Forum focused on the Holy Land.  See pictures, hear stories, open scripture - join 

the conversation! 

 

I pray your Easter rejoicing continues this month and always, and that you see signs 

of new life in the earth, in your lives, and in our community of faith.  Christ  

is risen, people of Bethany, Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
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First Communion 

Best wishes to our new òcommunicantsó:  Ashley Bristen, Braeden Bromley, Emily  

Bromley, Meghan Coates, Morgan Dahlke, William Effinger, Ryan Elliott, Kendall Johnson, 

Luke Klinefelter, Tyler Lentz, Robbie Masini, Nathaniel Meador, Jarrett Natrop, Sarah  

Sirotzki, Andrew Stripp, Ethan Ticknor, and Spencer Traub.  They began participating in 

Holy Communion on March 21, 2010. 

 

òFaith Quest/Sundayó will continue through April and into May. The last session before the 

summer break is May 23.  There is NO Faith Quest Sunday on Easter Sunday, April 4.  

 

Thanks to all those who donated items for our military personnel. At the time of this  

writing, we are still collecting donations, so we do not have a total of the number of  

packages being sent, but we will update you in the May newsletter! See the òthank youó 

note in this newsletter from the Crystal Lake Interfaith Food Pantry for our donations 

from the February Food Drive Challenge. 

 

It is not too early to think about serving God as part of Faith Quest next year. Grade 

teachers, Rotation Workshop Site Leaders and Sunday morning office helpers are needed 

for next fall. Please pray about whether God might be calling you to this special and  

rewarding ministry here at Bethany.  

 

òFaith Quest/Wednesdayó and Confirmation Classes resume on Wednesday, April 7. 

Please support the Confirmation Bake Sale on April 18. If you wish to donate baked goods 

for this fundraiser, which supports the 8th Grade Confirmation Studentsõ participation in 

òConfirmation By The Lakeó Confirmation Camp, please sign up on the tall bulletin insert. 

Funds raised will be supplemented by òCare Abounds in Communityó funds from the 

McHenry-Kane County Chapter, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. If you are donating 

goods, please let Ds. Cheryl know if you are a Thrivent Financial member. 

 

Vacation Bible School ñ July 12-16, 2010 

Mark your summer calendar:  Bethanyõs Vacation Bible School will be held at Bethany,  

July 12-16, 2010, 9 a.m. ð noon each day.  More information will be available in mid-April, 

and will be distributed to Sunday School families via e-mail and through handouts.  You also 

may sign up to be a VBS staff member through the tall bulletin insert, or to Ds. Cheryl.  

 

Adult Education 

òNo Experience Necessary,ó the weekly Wednesday morning Bible study, continues to 

meet from 9:30 a.m. until about 11:00 a.m. (depending on how much we talk!).  

Beginning on April 7, we will start a study of the Gospel of John, from which most of the 

Easter season Gospel readings come.  Below is some information about this study: 

 

The Gospel of John begins by showing us the depth of Jesus' relationship to God. 

Jesus is the Incarnate Word, united with God even before creation. This theme is 

present throughout John's Gospel, as well as other themes that differentiate it from 

the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. Instead of parables, John's Gospel pre-

sents theological discourses. Jesus' "I am" statements and references to the  

kingdom of God are uniquely presented in John's Gospel. 

Christian  

Education  

Highlights  
by  

Ds. Cheryl  

 



This 8-session Bible study guides participants through these questions: 

What is Jesus' relationship with God? John 1:1-18 (April 7) 

How is it possible for us to be in relationship with God? John 3:1-21 (April 14) 

What does it mean that Jesus is the "Bread of Life"? John 6:25-59 (April 21) 

Who can see Jesus? John 9:1-41 (April 28) 

What does it mean that Jesus is the "Resurrection and the Life"?  John 11:1-44 (May 5) 

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus? John 13:1-35 (May 12) 

How does Jesus want His disciples to relate to the world?  

John 17:1-26 (May 19) 

How does Jesus' relationship with His disciples continue?  

John 20:11-31 (May 26) 

 

Please, join us! As you can see, you do not need to be able to come to every session to be part of the  

enriching study, which is part of the ELCAõs Book of Faith Initiative. Bethany has committed to being a 

Book of Faith congregation and offering opportunities for its members and the community to òbecome 

more fluent in the first language of faith, the Bible.ó 

  

Fellowship Events for SPARCS 

SPARCS (middle school students and their friends) - Movie Night in the Youth Room 

                                                                                Friday, April 9, 7:00 - 11:00 p.m. 

C.O.O.L. Kids (Grades 3ñ5 and their friends) - Party at Pump It Up  

                                                                          Saturday, April 24, 6:00 - 8:15 p.m.    

              Drop off and pick up at Pump It Up 

              Cost: $13.00 includes jump time and a snack/drink 

              Things to bring: socks (You can't jump with out them.) 

 

A participation waiver must be signed by a parent and money turned into Ds. Cheryl no later than 

Wednesday, April 21st. Questions? Call the church office or Jim or Joanna Bradshaw 815-356-3933.  

 

Lutheran Summer Camps: Brochures from our two nearby Lutheran Camps, Lutheran Outdoor  

Ministries Center and Lutherdale Bible Camp, are available on the ledge in front of the bulletin board in 

the Gathering area and in the Education Hallway on the lower level. You can also download  

information on the camp websites: lomc.org and lutherdale.org.  Scholarship assistance is available. 

 

If your student is planning on attending one of the camps this summer and would like to attend with  

another Bethany student, please Ds. Cheryl know, and she will keep track of that information. 

 

These two camps are also in the process of hiring their summer staff. Any Bethany college students who 

would like to spend the summer in a beautiful setting, helping young people to grow in faith, should  

consider applying to be a member of one of the campsõ staffs.  

February Food Drive Challenge  

òThank you to your religious education classes for their recent donation of food to the pantry.  We 

truly appreciate your support of our mission to make sure no one goes hungry. ò  

 ñ Crystal Lake Food Pantry Board of Directors 

 

The amount of food donated was 920 lbs. 
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BAKERS 
(Gifts:  Helps, Hospitality, Serving) 

 

Want to share your time but canõt come out for night meetings?  Enjoy baking?  Here are two great  

opportunities: 
 

Sheltered Village Cookies ñ1st Wednesday monthly  

 Needed:  3 dozen cookies  

Confirmation Bake Sale ñSunday, April 18 

 Cookies, bars, breads & candies are needed. Proceeds to defray cost of Confirmation Camp for 8th 

 grade families.  

Bethany Arts Reception ñSunday, April 25 

      Cookies & bars, or if you canõt bake, bring cheese & crackers or fruit. 
 

If the answer is òyes,ó please sign-up on the tall bulletin insert or call Ds. Cheryl at 815-459-2690. 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST ñ April 4  
(Gifts:  Helps, Serving) 
 

Help our Sr. High Youth raise $ for their programs.  Share some food for great fellowship.  Items needed for 

the Easter Breakfast: 

muffins  

coffee cake  

bagels or juice  
 

A free will offering will be taken. Sign up on the tall bulletin insert.   

 

FAITH QUEST Site Leaders  
(Gifts:  Craftsmanship, Encouragement, Serving, Teaching, Helps) 
 

Leaders are needed to share the story through a variety of media.  A lesson plan/script is provided!   

You can commit to one 4 or more week session:   
 

 May   

 OR sign up for fall Sunday School year beginning in September  
 

For details contact Ds. Cheryl at 815-459-2690. 

 

FOOD PANTRY HELPERS  
(Gifts:  Helps, Mercy, Serving) 
 

   Is helping others a passion?  We have wonderful volunteers.  Why not consider joining us if    

   you can.  10 volunteers are needed to serve in the morning and 10 more in the afternoon.   
 

   Bethany serves: Wednesday, April 21 - 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Doors of Opportunity  
VOLUNTEER CLASSIFIEDS - April 2010 
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GARAGE SALE TEAM forming  
(Gifts:  Helps, Serving) 
 

Spring is just around the corner and you know what that means ñ  Spring Cleaning!    
NEEDED:  Folks interested in being part of the Garage Sale Team, June 4 & 5. 
 

A lot of leadership is needed to help this happen.  The sale is another way to RECYLCE and REUSE.  It is a   
 

a ministry of òcleaningó   

AND a ministry of òserviceó to community members who need quality items at low prices.  

Interested, sign up on the bulletin insert in April or contact the office.  

 

GOOD GIFTS - ELCA  
(Gifts:  Mercy, Helps, Serving) 

Help fight hunger by considering buying an animal for the GLOBAL BARNYARD.  It will provide families living in  

poverty with food, funds and fertilizer - all for a better future.  
 

COW  - The milk, fertilizer, calves, and meat can quickly strengthen a family's financial stability and may   

     help them escape hunger for good. 

FISH  ð Not only will they eat for a day, but fish help your neighbors start a community fish-farming   

     project that offers long-lasting solutions to hunger. 

SHEEP - Warm wool and nutritious milk make sheep especially valuable for a family living in poverty. 

GOAT  - Goats provide families with fresh milk to drink and fertilizer for the land. As goats multiply,  

     families often share offspring with a neighbor in need ñ helping lift entire communities out of  

     hunger and poverty. 

PIG ð A pig is like money in the bank. Within months, piglets grow to weigh a couple hundred 

pounds ñ bringing a big payoff at the market. Families can also use and sell a pig's natural fertilizer to 

help grow crops. 

DUCK ð A duck lays hundreds of large, protein-rich eggs each year. When families  

     have extra eggs or ducklings, they can be shared with neighbors or sold at the market to provide an   

     extra source of income. 

CHICKS  - Just 10 little chicks can make a big difference! Within a few months of birth, chicks begin   

     laying eggs. Eggs make nutritious meals for growing families.   
 

For more details, go to www.elca.org and look through the òGood Giftsó catalog.  Adding animals to the Barnyard can 

make a òworldó of difference.   

 

HEALTH  KITS for Lutheran World Relief  
(Gifts:  Mercy, Helps, Serving) 

Your help is needed!!!  The recent earthquakes in Haiti and Chile have depleted most of the relief kits from 

Lutheran World Relief.  Monetary donations for shipping costs (please put "Health Kits" on the memo line if 

you write a check) as well as these specific items are needed.  For more details, check the Bethany Today 

article on page 12.    

Dark colored hand towels and wash cloths 

Bath-size soap (4-5 oz.), any brand but must be wrapped 

Adult size toothbrushes in their original packaging 

Sturdy combs 

Metal nail files or nail clippers that have the file in it. 

Band Aids, 1/2" to 3/4" size. 
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April is the month we celebrate Earth Day. Earth Day is April 22, but we will be  

celebrating on April 25. This is also Youth Sunday, so the youth will be doing the service  

that day. We will also be celebrating Rogation Day ð Whatõs that you ask? Traditionally  

Rogation Days were agricultural celebrations, where priests blessed land at the  

beginning of the planting season. We will be blessing the seeds that we will all be  

planting this growing season. We ask that you bring a packet of seeds for use in the 

Bethany Garden which will be in full swing this year. 

  

We have a big event coming up in May, so mark your calendars for the first: 

 

Eco Block Party  

May 22, 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.  

 Bethanyõs Parking Lot 

 

What is an Eco Block Party? It is an opportunity for us to share with our neighbors and 

community what Bethany is all about by displaying some of our ministries and showing 

the community how to care for Godõs Earth. We will have activities for the kids,  

recycling information, a perennial plant sale, scout demos, and representation from the 

Crystal Lake Downtown Association and Clean Air Counts. 

 

How can you help? Remember the plant sale we had in the fall?  Well, this one will be 

similar. So scout out your garden this spring for plants that might need dividing and 

bring them to the plant sale.  

 

Look for more detailed information in the May newsletter and in the Sunday Bulletin, 

but mark your calendar now for May 22 and remember to bring a friend. 

 

 

Bethany Garden   

 

Spring is here and it is time to start thinking about gardening again. Last year we had a 

test garden on the property of Nancy Peterson. It was a robust success. This year we 

will be enlarging the garden and all the produce from the garden will be going to the 

Crystal Lake Food Pantry.  

 

We will have lots to do this spring to get the garden ready and we could use your help. 

We will need help to prepare the garden by taking up sod and rototilling; help to layout 

the square foot garden plots; help to plant; and help during the growing season to  

water, weed and harvest. So if you think you would like to help in anyway, I would love 

to hear from you. You can give me a call at 815-356-0401 or send me an email at  

thebocks@prodigy.net   

 

If you would like to help by providing some seeds, bring a seed packet on April 25 for 

the blessing. We will have a basket there to collect them. 

 

C3 
Creation  
Caring  

Corps  
by Pam Bock 

mailto:thebocks@prodigy.net


SPRING FEVERñTRY A GOOD BOOK!  

Bethanyõs library is open between services on Sunday mornings.  Come in and look 

around.  We have a variety of books for checkout.  Just sign the card and put the date 

you take the book.  There is a book return box against the wall for returns.  Some of 

the books we are featuring for April are:  òDaily Guideposts 2010ó, òGod in My  

Corner: Spiritual Memoiró by George Foreman, òFish Talesó, òDouble Mindó by 

Blackstock, òYadaYada Prayer Group Gets Realó, òScarlet Threadó by Francine  

Rivers, òThe Rose Conspiracyó by Parshall, and òThe Secretó by Beverly Lewis in 

Large Print. 

 

DO YOU MISS GETTING YOUR MONTHLY òThe Lutheranó?? 

A big thank you to those members who have continued their subscription and  

donated their copies to the Bethany Library.  òThe Lutheranó will be available in the 

Bethany Library for you to take out.  We will try to keep them in the same place.  

Look for the sign.  You donõt have to check it out.  Just take it, read it, and return it 

in a timely manner when finished so others can use the current monthõs issue. 

Bethany 

Bookers  
from Eileen 

Harkins 
 
 
Monday,  

April 26  
@ 7:00 p.m. 
at  Bethany 

Library  

Library  

News 
By Eileen Harkins 

Bethany Bookers will be meeting on Monday, April 26 in Bethanyõs library at 7:00 p.m.   

We will be discussing òA Walk in the Woodsó by Bill Bryson.  All are welcome for an 

evening of discussion and fellowship.  Hope you can join us. 

 
òThe Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breath-

taking terrain in Americaõs majestic mountains, silent forests, sparking lakes. If you are going to 
take a hike, itõs probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaining guide 

youõll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other 

hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the way and a couple of bears. Already a classic, 

ôA Walk in the Woodsõ will make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a comfortable 

chair to sit and read in).ó 

Diapers for Lutheran World Relief  

The Momsõ Group is getting ready to collect items for their annual LWR Layette  

Project.  Each layette kit needs four cloth diapers.  Lutheran World Relief provides  

directions on how to make diapers out of menõs T-shirts (size L and up).   

 

During the month of April, we are collecting T-shirts.  We are also looking for  

volunteers to help us sew diapers.  If you are interested in sewing diapers, please  

contact Dawn McKay at 815-363-8581.  Copies of the directions can be found on the 

shelf in front of the bulletin boards in the Gathering Area.  If you have T-shirts to do-

nate, please drop them off in the basket marked LWR Layette Project. 

 

Look for our list of other needed items in next monthõs newsletter. 

Momsõ 

Group  
By Dawn McKay 

P.K. Group  

The P.K. group will meet the last Sunday of every month at 10:00 a.m. in Luther Hall 

during coffee hour. 
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P.K. 

Group  
by Kathy  

Williams 



The Sr. Breakfasts, which take place at the Colonial Café at 8:30 a.m. on the 

third Monday of most months, provide both good food and fine fellowship 

to be shared by all.  April 19 will be our next gathering.  The program will 

be presented by Pr. Hal, Vicar Amanda and Susan Gavle, each giving their  

perspective on the Internship experience.  We will be planning day trips  

for the coming year.  Suggestions for programs and trips are always  

appreciated. 

 

An 11:00 a.m. worship service will be held on Maundy Thursday, April 1, followed by 

a luncheon for all seniors.  The program will be presented by Vicar Amanda.   

Advance reservations are appreciated.  

 

Easter Flowers will be delivered by senior volunteers on Monday, April 5.  We will 

meet at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary of the church.  A sign up sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board. 

 

Help, Our Crystal Ball is Broken!! 

You can provide an important contact for Senior Ministry.  First, do you know of 

any senior members of Bethany that are not able to attend worship on a regular 

basis?  Second, will you ask them if they are interested in having a pastoral visit or 

Holy Communion brought to their home?  If there is interest call the church office 

to let us know.   

Bethany  

Senior  

Group  
by Pr. Erik 

Your help is needed!!!    

The recent earthquakes in Haiti and Chile have depleted most of the Lutheran 

World Relief kits.  Congregations are being asked to collect supplies and send more 

LWR Health Kits for distribution and to replenish their warehouses for future  

disaster relief needs.   

 

During April, there will be more details on bulletin inserts and there will be  

collection baskets in the Gathering Area.  The Social Action Team will assemble  

and ship the kits in May.   See the Doors of Opportunity for a complete list of items 

needed.  Donations of money will also help defray the $2.65 for shipping the kits.  

Please put "Health Kits" on the memo line if you write a check.   

 

Thank you for help for this vital ministry.   
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Social  

Action  

Team  
by Susan Gavle 

Bethany Preschool Fundraiser at Culverõs in Crystal Lake 

It is time for Bethany Preschoolõs annual fundraiser at Culverõs Restaurant in Crystal 

Lake.  The teachers and board members will be serving from 5:00ñ8:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, April 15.  We do receive 10% of the entire dayõs income, so feel free to 

stop in for ice cream or a meal any time.  The money from this fundraiser goes to 

support our scholarship program.  There is great need for scholarships during these 

economic times.       
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WELCA invites participants of all ages to join a morning or evening group. If you 

are not now involved, there is place for you at the table. This is a place that only 

you can fill, with your unique gifts, skills, interests, dreams. Contact the church  

office for more information.   

 

WELCA Circle Times :   

Third Monday @ 7:00 p.m.  April 19 

Third Tuesday @ 9:00 a.m.  April 20 

 

Sheltered Village - Woodstock, IL  

1st Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m.  

Next date is April 7. 

 

Momsõ Group - Moms will meet at 9:30 a.m. at Bethany. Call Heather Bernhard 

for information (815-356-0057).  All moms are invited.  

 

Bethany Piecers - Meet the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month 9:00 to 2:30 p.m. 

April dates are: April 8 and 22 at 9:00 a.m.   

WELCA   
 
Women of the  
Evangelical 
Lutheran 
Church in  
America  

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH NEWS  
Donõt forget the Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 4 from 9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.  The 
Senior High Youth will serve the annual Easter Breakfast in Luther Hall.  Senior High 
Youth will need to be in the kitchen at 8:30 a.m. to help prepare the food for the 
breakfast. 
 
We are also planning the Youth Service.  Planning times will be Sundays ð April 11, 
and 18 and on Wednesday (if necessary) ð April 7, 14, 21.   
 
APRIL 11 ð PIZZA NITE & MINI TEAM MTG  4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
APRIL 18 ð YOUTH GROUP   4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
APRIL 24 ð YOUTH SERVICE PRACTICE  9:00 a.m. - ? 
APRIL 25 ð YOUTH SERVICE 
APRIL 7, 14, 21, 28. ð FAITH QUEST, Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m.  
Meet in the Youth Room on Wednesday to experience Faith 
Quest. 
 
Questions?  
Call:  Annette & Dave Kunes ð Directors of Youth Ministry 815-455-2245 
 

Youth  

News 
 
Directors,  
Annette  

and 
Dave 
Kunes 

 
815-455-2245 

Mosaic/Bethphage Stamp Program  

Thanks for your past participation in the stamp program.  We have been informed by Mosaic/Bethphage 

that they no longer will have this program.  


